
Braley Opposes Unemployment Benefits Extension that Excludes Help for Iowans

  

  Braley concerned that bill leaves rural Iowa   behind  

  

     

  

  Washington, DC - Rep. Bruce Braley (D-Iowa) today   broke with his party to oppose the
Unemployment Compensation Act (H.R. 3548)   because the legislation would exclude
unemployed Iowa workers from receiving a   13-week extension of unemployment benefits.  The
bill passed the House   331-83.   

  

     

  

  HR 3548   extends unemployment benefits to unemployed workers by 13 weeks, but only in  
states with unemployment rates of 8.5 percent or higher. At 6.8 percent, Iowa's   unemployment
rate falls well below the bill's requirement, despite the fact that   19 Iowa counties have
unemployment rates higher than 8.5 percent.  These   high-unemployment counties tend to be
located in rural areas of the   state.   

  

     

  

  "When   you're unemployed, it doesn't matter to you what your state's unemployment rate   is. 
What matters is that you need to support your family," said Braley.    "Extending unemployment
benefits is important to help people in this recession,   but rural Iowans suffer from much higher
unemployment than the Iowa average.  I   opposed this bill because it's unfair to deny
assistance to people just because   they happen to live in rural areas."   

  

     

  

  For more   information on the Unemployment Compensation Act, visit http://www.waysandme
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ans.house.gov .      
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